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Return To The Hill

Richard Ernest

The Colony and the Alumni Board are making a concerted effort to return to our TKE house on the hill.  It's been a while, and there are a lot of issues we face as we get ready to run our facility once again.

 
When the house was closed down, we made an effort (with the help of the BU physical plant) to secure the house and it's contents.  We are now learning that this was not very effective.  The foosball tables, pool table, dining tables, chairs, pots, pans, dishes, glassware and silverware have all vanished without a trace.  We are looking for police reports, checking out stories of theft, etc. but the bottom line is that there is no recovery in sight.  We will have to start anew.


Another fraternity, Kappa Sig, has not managed to achieve the numbers required to occupy their University owned house in the fall, and this may prove to be our windfall.  We are in discussions now to either rent or purchase their equipment to get us started.  We might even employ their cook!  We hope to have a deal in place by our ceremonial opening on May 31st.  Failing that, we will be scrounging all summer.

We are determined to be ready to go by the fall start of classes.  Please feel free to drop me a line and include any contribution you might be willing to make toward this good cause!  Send it to:

Beta-Mu/AXM Alumni Association of TKE

P.O. Box 214

Kensington, CT 06037

We'll insure that your contributions are put to good use!!  Hope to see many of you on campus for our ceremony on May 31st!

Ernie Ernest '70

TKE Board Vice-Chairman
TKE Alumni Returning on Reunion Weekend

Ken Sheppard, ’79, Board of Advisors

After attending his 25th Reunion last year, Peter “Scratch” Harris (past Prytanis from the Class of ’77) thought it would be great fun to get the TKE guys from a couple of years before and after his Class all back together at one Reunion. So, Scratch has been working hard this past year to contact all the TKE Alums from ’74 to ’79 and invite them back for Reunion Weekend. Now, with all the exciting events to take place on May 31, there will never be a better time for our Alumni to come back to the Bucknell campus. No matter when you graduated, call some of your TKE brothers and plan a road trip to Bucknell on Reunion Weekend. It will be a great opportunity to see and visit with old fraternity friends while celebrating the rebirth of our great TKE Chapter at Bucknell.

 . 
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A Teke on IFC


Luke Stehouwer





	“It is a great accomplishment for any chapter to be on the executive board of the Interfraternity Council, let alone a chapter that has started its re-colonization months earlier” stated Dean Lewis Marrara at the alumni dinner in February.  Luke Stehouwer was slated in December as Treasurer of the Interfraternity Council. The treasurer manages a $35,000 budget along with serving on various committees for Greek wide events.  Stehouwer worked with Dean Marrara to create the 2003-2004 budgets for the Council.  This year, there were fewer overflows from the previous year so it was critical that all budget cuts did not directly impact the fraternities too much.  Two major events for IFC sponsorship include Greek Week and Houseparty.  Stehouwer worked with the Panhellenic Treasurer to come to some budgeting decisions for Greek Week, which ended up in the Panhellenic Association sponsoring Greek Week.  It ended up working without a glitch as both events went smoothly.


	Greek Week is a week where all fraternity and sorority members can come together and stand united as a Greek system instead of individually as different fraternities and sororities.  Greek Week had events including a Fear Factor Eating Contest, Carnival, and Sumo Wrestling.  One event was a Greek God and Goddess competition where many contestants chose to show their patriotism as they performed songs of that nature.  The Greek Week motto this year was “Regardless of the letters, we all stand together” and that truly, was seen as the Greek community united for a week of fun yet seriousness.  The winners of the week will receive a cash prize which they may use for their chapter or donate it to a charity for American soldiers and POWs.  


	The culmination of the week was with Houseparty, a weekend where all fraternities bring bands and DJs to campus for a celebration of being Greek.  All bands and dance parties were open to the entire campus for a nominal fee.  Houseparty, like Greek Week, went very smoothly with very few problems over the weekend.


	It can be hoped that TKE will remain a permanent chapter represented on the IFC executive board.





TKE Rose Sale


Paulo Palugod





In December, the Interfraternity Council and the Panhellenic Council asked all of the fraternities and sororities to raise money for the United Way Foundation's Million Penny Project to go to local charities and community organizations in the area.  With several formals going on around this time, we thought it would be a great idea to sell roses.  We raised $350 and delivered roses to 150 special people all over campus.
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RLC in Philadelphia Proves Very Motivational


Bryan Leibowitz





The Beta-Mu Colony sent four fraters to the February 2003 Tau Kappa Epsilon Regional Leadership Conference (RLC) in Philadelphia.  The weekend long conference included numerous lectures that discussed the Meaning of Fraternity, the Business of the Fraternity, and the Leadership of the Fraternity.  Attending the trip were Kevin Powers, Jeff Puro, Luke Stehouwer, and Bryan Leibowitz.  These four brought back knowledge and stories for the rest of the chapter that exposed the chapter more to TKE International and how we are part of something bigger than just Beta-Mu.  The opportunity to share in the spirit of the national brotherhood was a crucial element in renewing a sense of purpose and drive within the chapter.  


Those who attended had the privilege to meet with members of the Grand Council and the TKE Staff including Executive Vice President / CEO Kevin Mayeux and the legendary Buckwheat.  The knowledge and the passion of these people and of the other chapters on the north east coast that attended the RLC significantly motivated members of Beta-Mu at the conference.  In addition to the knowledge and stories brought back were friendships and connections with other chapters that will provide very useful.


Along with the conference was the regional banquet, which was a prestigious dinner where the fraternity spirit that truly is TKE was shared.  Special awards where given to undergraduates and alumni recognizing some of the top TKE’s in the nation.  Having four Beta-Mu Fraters attend the conference was a big step towards rechartering for this young colony.





Houseparty 2003





	For Houseparty 2003 the brothers of Beta-Mu brought in The Kickovers from Boston to rock the campus on Saturday night March 29th.  The band played behind the Chi Phi house because permission to use the TKE house backyard was denied by the University.  Light rain, sound and power problems were all overcome by the work of John Larson, the chair of the Special Events Committee, and the show commenced at roughly 7:00pm though it was slated for an hour earlier in the evening.  The event was dry; no alcohol was served by TKE, and drew a crowd of about 300 spectators who cycled through during the show.  It proved a great way to celebrate TKE’s reemergence on campus and next year looks to be even better when we are able to hold events at our own house.  








Colony to Charter During Reunion Weekend





	Beta-Mu, a former Top TKE Chapter had fallen on hard times, but on May 31st the Colony will initiate new members into the bond and once again become a chartered Chapter.  Beta-Mu is on pace to be the fastest Colony to charter in TKE history and we want as many alumni as possible to be there to help us celebrate.  I cannot emphasize enough the magnitude of this event in the life of the Chapter, brothers, and alumni who have worked so hard to return Beta-Mu to grandeur.  The Colony submitted its Petition for Charter to the TKE International Headquarters on March 28th, a Secondary Inspection has recently been conducted by fraternity officials and a report is to be then submitted to Headquarters.  Once the Secondary Inspection Report has been received, the Petition will be sent before the Grand Council for consideration.  A representative from Headquarters has stated that “All looks good on their end.”  


A committee, chaired by Jay Del Moore, has been assembled to work with the International Fraternity and Alumni Board of Advisors to plan the events of the Initiation/Chartering weekend.


The members of the Beta-Mu Colony of Tau Kappa Epsilon extend to all of our alumni an invitation to attend the initiation of our members, the rededication of the TKE House and the Chartering Banquet. All the events will take place on Saturday, May 31, 2003 at the TKE House. The schedule is as follows:


	8:30a.m. to 12:00p.m.	-	Ritual Initiation of Colony Members (Tie & Jacket required)


	2:00p.m. to 4:00p.m.	-	Alumni Reception


	2:30p.m. to 2:45p.m.	-	Rededication Ceremony of TKE House 


	7:00p.m. to 10:00p.m.	-	Chartering Banquet (Tie & Jacket required


 We at the Colony look forward to Reunion/Initiation weekend and being able to meet and hear from more of our alumni than we have previously had the privilege of dealing with.  
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From the Prytanis





Dear Fraters,


I wish I could fit all of my excitement into words, but I don’t know if that is possible.  Over the past few months, the Beta-Mu colony of Tau Kappa Epsilon has reached milestone after milestone and we could not be more proud of our progress towards charter.  Our membership is currently at 40  of what we consider the best and the brightest men Bucknell has to offer.  


We have had a winter full of excitement, including another visit from Frater Erik Glenn from TKE International, a wonderful formal dinner with the Alumni Board of Advisors, and we were given the Award for best recruitment/new member education at the University’s Greek Awards Night.  We have improved our faculty relations with a reception in their honor.  We distributed roses and carnations to the sororities and staff workers on Valentines Day.  At the same time, we attended a number of community service and philanthropy events including running our own bingo night at a local retirement home.  


As far as our petition for charter, we have completed our part and are now waiting for the Grand Council review.  We scored an 87% in the TKE chapter standards, which puts us in the top 5% of all active chapters nationwide.  The future is bright for the Beta-Mu colony as we continue to get our housing plans in order and cannot wait to move back into the TKE house in August.  If all goes well, our brothers will be back on campus on May 31st to be formally initiated and celebrate our accomplishments.  We also will be sending a number of brothers to Dallas, TX for Conclave this summer, which should be a great time and an enriching experience for all.  Morale is at an all time high and we feel that the sky is the limit for TKE at Bucknell.  I hope you all share in my excitement!





Fraternally,


Jeff Puro


Prytanis, Beta-Mu








 Fall 2003 Budget in the Works


Jay Del Moore





	On April 5th we began the process of working out next semester's budget.  The first step in the process was having each committee chair plan out their respective schedules and proposing a detailed budget.  Each chair was asked to meet with their committees and develop a line by line summary of how much money they would need.  The meeting went by very efficiently and provided the officers with the information that we need to be in the position to finalize the budget over the next couple of weeks.  While there are still a few minor hurdles to be cleared, we feel that we are in an excellent position to maximize our financial responsibility and organization for the next year and the many years to come.  In the next week the officers will review all of the proposed budgets and a brainstorming session will take place where we make cuts and additions as we feel fit.  After the group of officers (led by the treasurer) have developed what they believe to be the best budget/schedule of events, they will bring it to the chapter, who will have the opportunity to comment on areas that they feel need changes.  All of these proposed changes and additions will then be brought back to the officers, who will finalize the budget.  The budget will be brought back to the chapter with three different estimates on per man costs (depending on how many rushees we take).  We will make sure that the costs are feasible for each member and cut costs as needed.





Jake Palley Abroad in Spain


Jake Palley





I´ve been here in Salamanca, Spain for three months now, and can honestly say this is one of the most enriching and amazing experiences of my life. When I go to class I walk by a 12th century cathedral and an 18th century Plaza. When I get to class I am taking classes from a University founded in 1218, one of the oldest and one of the most prestigious in the world. When I am in class, I take notes in Spanish. And when I get home, I realize how lucky I am to have an experience as great as this.


To me, Salamanca is not a foreign place; rather, this is home. To live here is to live like a Spaniard, live in their culture and their world. And it´s fantastic. And yet, though not surprising to me at all, is that being here makes me appreciate my other home even more. I miss my family, I miss TKE, I miss Bucknell, shoot, I even miss Wal-Mart and The Freeze. Of course, this is just natural, and makes my time here even more complete, because I know when I get back everything that I miss will still be there.


�





From previous column


	The possibility for Career nights associated with Homecoming or a web based resume forum and job posting for brothers and alumni would also serve to help each group find either employment or employees if needed.  This could also be extended to allow for alumni with service work to do for charitable organizations they may work for or be affiliated with to ask the Chapter for help and support, after all brothers are always willing to lend a hand. 


	The intended end result of all of these initiatives is to increase the quantity and quality of communication between alumni and the Chapter.  As you can tell by the Alumni News Notes section of this BETA MUSE, our communication right now is not very in-depth but more of a general showing of support.  So I lay these initiatives before you and ask for critical, brutal if needed evaluations of them to begin a productive dialogue between the Chapter and the alumni so we can be one Beta-Mu.  I hope you have enjoyed this issue of the BETA MUSE, will be able to take part in the Initiation/Chartering Ceremony on May 31st, and would like to rekindle the brotherhood we all share that has been dormant for a short time.  I look forward to hearing from you and any and all ideas and feedback you have.





Alumni News Notes





1978


Jim Geiling and his Wiffe Karen have retired from active service in the Army after 25 years and 14 moves.  They are currently living in rural New England where Jim is serving as Chief of Medical Service at the White River Junction, VT VA Medical Center and Assistance Professor of Medicine at Dartmouth Medical School.  Jim has a daughter at Bucknell, Class of ’04, and hopes to make it back for reunion weekend to catch up with old friends.  If you would like to reach him you can do so at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jgeiling@valley.net" ��jgeiling@valley.net�.


1983


Philip Tulkoff is working for Peak Computer Solutions, Inc. and can be reached at � HYPERLINK "mailto:tulkoff@aol.com" ��tulkoff@aol.com� or 410-493-7047


1989


Stephen “Cott” Cottrell has married and is living in Sydney, Australia.


1991


Michael K. Biglow has moved to 2910 Vincent Rd., Solver Lake, OH 44224.


�





Letter From the Board














Chapter News





Social Life


Luke Stehouwer





It’s not easy being the new guys on campus, especially when your other peers have been deep rooted and well established.  While TKE has a history at Bucknell, almost all students have absolutely no recollection of it.  Because of this, social events are imperative to getting men and women aware of our newly established presence on this campus.  Despite our lack of a facility to hold social events, we are keeping our heads afloat.  We held a Karaoke Contest at Uptown, our campus nightclub with the sisters of Alpha Chi Omega.  It was a great success as many of the brothers of TKE and sisters of Alpha Chi performed.  We were also very excited to see members from other organizations come out to sing their hearts out as well.  Members from Delta Gamma, Pi Beta Phi and Kappa Kappa Gamma were all in attendance as well as students who were not affiliated with any Greek organization.  Uptown was packed with people.  Our prize of $100 went to our very own, John Siwicki, Dave Caribardi, and Brian Raves.  We also held a game night with the sisters of Kappa Alpha Theta at Uptown which was of great success.


	In February of this year, we co-sponsored a Faculty Appreciation Reception with the sisters of Delta Gamma sorority.  It was held in the newly reopened Hunt Formal where we had approximately thirty professors attend along with President Stef and First Lady Athena Rogers.  We requested that the brothers personally hand out invitations to the event, which received rave reviews from many professors and deans.  It was a great success and we were thrilled with the turn out, especially as the President came to the event.  The sisters of Delta Gamma were more recently invited out to a night of bowling which was a great opportunity for everyone to socialize.


	There is little doubt of our fraternity’s potential to be a leading force on this campus.  But we have to allow the campus to know who we are, what we do, and most importantly why we are redefining fraternities on campus.  For the campus to truly understand why we define ourselves as a little different from everyone else we must be out there, allowing people to make judgments for themselves and I firmly believe that they will form positive judgments that we are already aware of.  This can only be done through our social events.  We must keep our social life strong and if we can, the only direction our fraternity can go is up.  





Brotherhood Retreat a Success


John Siwicki





On March 19th, 2003 the fraternity conducted its first brotherhood retreat. The event was held in the secluded environment of Brown Conference Center. Amidst the forest, fire and cabin, the brothers were free from scholarly concerns and able to concentrate solely on the foundations and future of the fraternity.


Continued in next column








Member Education Progressing


Chris Mack


   


We have been working hard to get our members knowledgeable in a variety of fields, especially the history and traditions of TKE.  A new education committee has been formed that may try to work to bring educational speakers to the Chapter, and to help plan next year's new member education process.  The six-week period of education has already been divided to coincide with the six ideals of redefining fraternity outlined in the newest version of the TKE guide.  We have also been trying to develop a number of activities for this period that would not draw distinction between the new members and the brothers so as to create group unity rather than pledge class divisions.  In these activities we will try to let the new members have fun while learning as well.


 In addition to all this, we are working to make sure this year's members are knowledgeable about TKE, and are ready for the upcoming initiation.  Everything is going well for the education of the Beta Mu Colony and I look forward to adding to the excellence already displayed by the Colony.





Website Update to Come


Jim Cassidy





The website committee has many plans for the future of the website.  These include a switch over to a private server that will be running Lotus Domino.  The new site will take full advantage of Domino and its many excellent features.  For the alumni and the brotherhood, there will be a secure login to access pages that contain more private information.  This will include things like a complete alumni list with phone numbers, email addresses and other data that we wish to keep private from the general public.  There are also plans to implement a message board for both the brotherhood and the alumni.  An archive for the scrapbook will also be available online.  We will start an archive for past copies of the BETA MUSE and possibly keep chapter meeting minutes available online in the secure section.  The other major part of the plan is to have all this setup so that the new website committee members in the years to come will have to know minimal code to make the updates.  This allows for a wider range of people that have a varying degree of web knowledge to make the updates.  We hope to have this completed within the next two years.  If you have comments or questions, please email the website committee chair Jim Cassidy (� HYPERLINK "mailto:jcassidy@bucknell.edu" ��jcassidy@bucknell.edu�).  





John Larson Doing Well





	If you didn’t know, John Larson was diagnosed with Testicular Cancer last semester.  He has since successfully defeated cancer, finished the fall semester and is back with us this spring and did an outstanding job as the Chair of the Special Events Committee.








 Continued from previous column


	The night began with pizza and pop. (After all, a brother can’t be expected to work and think on an empty stomach.) However, the fraternity quickly turned their attention to more serious matters, dedicating almost two hours to planning and brainstorming goals and ideas for the semester and upcoming year. The brotherhood focused on all topics ranging from organizational and education matters to community service and risk management. The results of this session will direct the actions of the future, and based on the ideas collected, the brotherhood will stop at nothing to return to fraternal greatness.


	Following the planning period, the fraternity utilized various metaphors to re-emphasize the strength of the bond. Through the activities brothers began to appreciate, even more, their affiliation with Tau Kappa Epsilon. The exercises educated the brotherhood on the importance of unity, strength, external and internal pressures, and individual contributions to the fraternity. This segment of the program enlivened the group and rekindled the desire of the brotherhood, each member fully grasping the significance of the bond.


 Next, teambuilding activities were employed to foster trust and to encourage leadership amongst the brotherhood. The first activity featured both mentally and physically challenging aspects as groups of 6 brothers each were asked to stand simultaneously on a single cinder block for the duration of the chapter motto: “Where we go one, we go all.” The exercise was wildly successful and fun as the brothers naturally engaged in friendly competition. The next event was the “trust fall”, in which a brother stands from a platform roughly 6 feet from the ground and falls blindly into the arms of his brothers. This “leap of faith” requires the utmost trust among the individuals, and I can proudly state that each and every brother participated without hesitation. The deep trust within the group is truly astounding. 


Needless to say, the brotherhood bond grows stronger by the day. The retreat emphasized the values of the fraternity, planning for the future and improvement of brotherhood morale and desire. As the bond grows closer, we grow stronger, and the retreat only aided in the pursuit of our goals.        





Eating Together Soon


Paulo Palugod





Everyone is really excited about living in the house and having regular meals together.  We hope to have a cook for next year, either part time or full time.  We're also looking at several possibilities through dining services as a transition to a permanent meal plan.  Our kitchen is currently a bit of a "fixer-upper."  It could use some cleaning and repairs to bring it up to code, but nothing we can't handle.  Finally, we're looking into buying equipment, dishes and silverware to get our kitchen started once we return for the fall semester.








Alumni Initiatives to Come


Duff Weber


	The Colony is very excited about our future and the upcoming Chartering ceremony and initiation weekend.  We are soon to become full brothers in the bond and as such are realizing even more the role our alumni can play in the Chapter.  The new group of Men who have come together to recharter the chapter are of the highest quality on campus, much like the Tekes of prior years.  Though only recently brothers, many already feel the strong bond that grows between brothers and will perpetuate between years as we continue on our journey.  


	The Colony has been hesitant to ask for alumni assistance in the past because we haven’t been aware of the magnitude of the bond that binds our TKE brotherhood.  From the limited communication the Colony and I personally have had with alumni it has become abundantly clear that alumni want to help the Colony in any way possible.  It is to this end that the Colony has spent some time working together to come up with ways in which our alumni can benefit the chapter as well as how the chapter can benefit our alumni.  


The alumni giving initiatives discussion focused mainly on the employment of a Brick Program.  In the Brick Program, alumni would receive a brick for a certain dollar amount of donations to the chapter.  The bricks would have the alumni’s name imprinted on them and would then be used to build a later project around the house such as a BBQ pit or a brick patio.  The exact uses of the bricks and dollar values have not been established yet but look for further information in the future on this program.  While this is the main initiative we have in the works we were also thinking about putting a “wish list” online that we could easily keep updated with items the Chapter might be in need of for specific events or projects.  We could also have a web forum where alumni would be able to write in to check if items they might have or be disposing of could be used by the Chapter.  The web based lists would serve to drastically increase communication between the Chapter and the alumni as well as make the process more up to date than a mailing once a semester.


The alumni interaction initiatives we would like to implement take on a variety of forms and involve both giving of time by alumni as well as giving of time back to alumni by the brotherhood.  The leading initiative of this group is the “TKE lectureship series” we would like to implement.  The idea behind such a series is to get TKE alumni with expertise in certain areas or relevant knowledge of current events to come to campus and put on a presentation for the Chapter.  It may even be possible to open the lecture to the entire campus if the subject matter and speaker are suitable to such a situation.  The aim of this program is to increase the general knowledge of the brotherhood while increasing alumni interaction with the undergraduate Chapter.  	(Continued in next column)
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