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Stay updated online!

For more updates on SAE Penn Zeta, be sure to visit us at our website! Stay in touch online by reading messages from current officers to learn more about our chapter’s activities. Updates include reports on our community service, philanthropic events, our upcoming rush process, present and past IRIS articles, pictures, and more. Find us online at http://www.orgs.bucknell.edu/sae.

Ross Kelly ‘11

Chronicler

Penn Zeta Welcomes New Pledge Class!

We are pleased to announce that 29 extraordinary young men have joined our fraternity. All of the time and effort put into the rush process by every brother truly paid off as we continue to excel in recruiting the best that Bucknell has to offer.  Traditional events such as our Pig Roast and Crab Dinner proved to be a success once again, as were new events such as a Wing Eating Contest.  This promising group of True Gentlemen will surely carry on the legacy of our chapter. Accepting a bid from Sigma Alpha Epsilon was the first step for them to build long-lasting relationships and brotherhood that cannot be found anywhere else. 
Note from the Eminent Archon

Greetings SAE Penn Zeta Alumni,

I hope that this fall 2009 edition of our chapter’s IRIS finds you well.  It is with great pleasure that I write to you with an update on our chapter and its recent successes. 

With the fall ’09 Semester coming to a close, I am proud to report on the progress of our chapter here at Bucknell University.  Over the course of the semester, the men of SAE’s Pennsylvania Zeta chapter have excelled in many areas.  This started right from the beginning with the rush process for potential new members going extremely well.  As a result, our fraternity took a new pledge class of thirty of Bucknell’s finest young men.  As the semester progressed we participated in a number of community service and philanthropic events.  Recently, Penn Zeta members have been dedicating many hours helping at the local Donald Heiter Community Center in downtown Lewisburg.  In addition, all members of the fraternity were excited to participate in the Bucknell AIDS Awareness Walk this fall.  This event is a great annual affair, and our members look forward to showing their continued dedication to participating in local community events.  

Getting involved in campus and community efforts is one of the top priorities of Sigma Alpha Epsilon and we were proud to participate in a number of both new and old events.  Currently, our chapter is setting up a philanthropic event to help raise awareness for children’s brain cancer as well as donations for the children’s brain cancer research organization, Justin’s Hope Fund.  We are also pleased to announce that Homecoming 

Weekend this year was a great success, and we were excited to help keep what is one of the 

largest Bucknell community events of the fall a 

great experience for our SAE alumni.  

With the semester coming to a close, I am pleased to announce that our chapter has 

elected its next Executive Board, which will take office in this upcoming January.  Tyler Abell, the newly elected Eminent Archon, and the rest of the new Executive Board are all eager to step into their positions.  In addition, myself and the rest of the current Executive Board is dedicated to making the transition process as easy as possible for our fraternity’s new officers.  I am more than confident that these men will continue leading our chapter in a positive direction and maintain the high standard that our brothers have set for all fraternities at Bucknell!  

      

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of our house alumni board who have provided invaluable advice and support thus far.  The input and dedication of our alumni is what truly keeps us strong as a fraternity and allows us to continue improving at all times.  Please remember that our doors are always open to SAEs, however, and we would love to have you stop by whenever possible. 

Acting as Eminent Archon for the past year has proved to be an invaluable experience.  It has been a pleasure working with every member in the house as well as with all of the active alumni.  Most importantly, I have to thank the other members of the current Executive Board for all of their efforts as well.  The work of Jeff Pike ’10, Steven Kornreich ’10, Timothy O’Connor ’10, and Jackson Reed ’11, is what has truly propelled us since the beginning of our term.  The efforts of our chapter as whole, however, are what have allowed us to continue being the model fraternity on campus here at 

Bucknell.  I look forward to watching the new 

officers lead Penn Zeta this spring, and I am 

excited to watch the chapter continue to excel in the years after I graduate.  

Phi Alpha, 

Cole G. Ciaburri ‘10

Eminent Archon 
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Note from the Vice-President

My name is Jeffrey Pike and I have been proud to serve the Pennsylvania Zeta chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon for the past year as the Eminent Deputy Archon.  This semester has been arguably one of the best in recent history for our fraternity.  The Standards Board has been efficiently and effectively overseeing the members of the fraternity, ensuring that we are working as a cohesive unit towards our 

collective goal of passing the Plan for Prominence and towards bettering our relations 

with the school and community.  Jeffrey Greco, Davis Rosborough, Reed Katz and Austin Carr-Jones currently represent the seniors and I am grateful for their hard work and dedication; their mature leadership has made my job infinitely easier.  Juniors Rory Cunnane and John Carpenter have given their valuable input time and again, as has our newest member, sophomore Zach Makyulak.  I am excited to announce that John Carpenter (’11) will be taking over for me as Eminent Deputy Archon at the end of the semester.  I am confident in his abilities to lead and am comforted in knowing that I am leaving the Board in good hands.

The Brothers of Sigma Alpha Epsilon have made more of an impact on my life than I can describe in words and I have truly enjoyed my time serving our beloved fraternity.

Phi Alpha,

Jeffrey Pike ‘10

Eminent Deputy Archon
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Raising the Bar

The True Gentleman understands the importance of a college education.  While modern stereotypes portray college life as fun and carefree, the brother’s of Sigma Alpha Epsilon maintain a dedication to academic excellence.  The average GPA for our chapter has been steadily rising over the past few semesters.  This past semester, however, SAE achieved an unprecedented level of success.  Our chapters cumulative GPA was an impressive 3.41. Not only is this figure well above the All Male Average of 3.23, our GPA placed us in the top 25% of Bucknell’s fraternities.  Furthermore, SAE improved its GPA from 3.24 the previous semester.

This great accomplishment is a testament to every brother in our chapter.  Many of our brothers work together to help a struggling classmate.  The Bertrand Library is always full of busy SAE’s until late hours of the night.  This great increase in fraternity GPA has made every member of our chapter proud to call himself an SAE and we plan on continuing this success.  Our newest pledge is comprised of some of the brightest minds in the sophomore class.  They, too, are ready to take on the challenge of further raising the fraternity GPA.  I am proud to call myself an SAE and am anxious to see our continued academic success.

Davis Collins ‘11

Academic Chair

Philanthropy 

 SAE has once again outperformed many other fraternities on campus in philanthropy. This calendar year we have raised over $4000 and still have one large event left scheduled for December 4th. Last semester we worked with 

the Donald Heiter Community Center to assist them with their annual fundraiser, the Chocolate Festival. Leading up to the affair we sold hundreds of raffle tickets to the campus community and aided in down town advertising. The night of the event we sent 20 brothers to the Lewisburg hotel to cater the occasion. We did everything from check jackets to wait tables to even cleaning up a massive chocolate fountain spill. The real fun though was meeting and interacting with the community members. We shared many hearty laughs and they all stood and cheered as our own Noah Belkin ’11 claimed his $1000 top prize from winning the raffle.

Coming up in December we will be hosting the “Grey Party” to benefit Justin’s Hope Fund. Justin, who suffers from brain cancer, is the poster child for this CBFT event and is the brother of Sr. Tim O’Connor ’10. We will be inviting the family to attend and enjoy a fun night of good food, live music, prizes and lots of education and information about children’s brain cancer. We will also be giving out Justin’s wristbands in purple and gold, which are similar to the live-strong wristbands. We hope to have an enjoyable evening and raise campus awareness about this noble cause.

Matt Hotard ‘11

Philanthropy Chair
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Brother Unity

This past year marked the first time in our chapter’s history that the Herald was part of the Executive Board.  Redefining the Herald position emphasized the importance of brother unity and ritual within the fraternity and as a result, our chapter grew closer.  As one of the largest fraternities on Bucknell’s campus, maintaining the cohesiveness of the 90 brothers is a difficult but essential task.  This sense of unity is a crucial building block for which all of our achievements, both on campus and in the community, can be credited.  For example, the success of our Chocolate Festival, a philanthropic event that raised money for the local community center, can be attributed to our Pledge Class’ ability to collectively work and rely on one another.  This bond between the Brothers in our Chapter is never forced but is instead established through rituals that tie us to the same ideals our Founders created in 1856.  

To encourage bonding between Brothers, I have organized numerous Ritual and Brother Unity Events over the course of the year.  The most popular of which has been the Double’s Ping Pong League, which began with 36 pairs but has now been narrowed to the “Great 8.”  With the Finals just a couple of weeks away, teams such as “The Sour Patch Kids” and “Extreme Team” are creating a buzz within the Fraternity.  Another successful event was our annual Pledge-Brother Football Game that took place just last week with the upperclassmen again being victorious, despite a valiant effort from our sophomores.  More than just a fun break from schoolwork, these games have brought the entire fraternity closer together.  Our new pledge class has also embraced the role that tradition and ritual play within the fraternity by taking pride in the history and ideals of Sigma Alpha Epsilon.  I am proud to say that one such member of the sophomore class, Max Getz, will 

succeed me as Eminent Herald.  I am confident that our chapter will continue to flourish as we create tighter friendships through the ritual and traditions that makes us True Gentlemen.   

Jackson Reed ‘11

Eminent Herald 
Keeping the House Clean

With our current term coming to a close, I can confidently say that this Executive Board has demonstrated a great ability to not only uphold, but also improve upon our standing as a fixture on Bucknell’s campus.  Serving as Eminent Warden, I have worked closely with the other members of the Board, as well as all Brothers alike, in order to ensure this.  I am proud to say that our current collection of True Gentlemen has made important strides collectively in order to guarantee the success of our Chapter for years to come.

More specifically, my position as Eminent Warden requires the oversight and sustainability of our Chapter House.  I have worked closely with our custodian, Jack Sechler, to do so.  Mr. Sechler and I fostered a great relationship last semester, and working with him has been a pleasure.  In the previous issue of the Iris, I had mentioned that house stewardship had previously been somewhat of a weakness for us.  With that said, I feel that the work we have put forward has changed that sentiment amongst both our Chapter and the administration alike.  House fines are at a 

minimum and I commend each and every Brother for demonstrating this sense of respect that we owe to each other and the Fraternity.

In closing, I want to say that serving on the 

Executive Board has been a unique and 

rewarding experience, as it has only enhanced my time here at Pennsylvania Zeta.

Phi Alpha,

Steve Kornreich ‘10
Eminent Warden

Eminent Treasurer

Brothers of Sigma Alpha Epsilon,

I took the reins this semester with a relatively diminished reserve fund, which was largely attributable to the extensive—but necessary—investment, by the outgoing Special Interests Committee, in house furniture.  However, with a tight budget, decreased social spending, and better conservation of equipment, I’ve managed to free up a good deal of capital, and to give the successive administration a comfortable cushion with which to begin the spring semester.

The Treasury position has historically proven the most difficult to successfully administer, with a large proportion of our recent Treasurers resigning.  With the semester completed, I can understand fully the rationality for withdrawing, as the time commitment is extensive and the workload, at times, immense.  In addition, the Treasury position to this point has largely been unchecked…a circumstance that has often reared ugly consequences in administrative transition.  Therefore, I, with the current eminent council, have established a new position: the Secretary to the Treasurer.  Within the official fraternal transcript, the position’s administrative obligations appear as follows:

Secretary to the Treasurer

“Obligations primarily concern substitution and delegation in 

spontaneous circumstance and at the Treasurer’s discretion.  

The position ought employ a sophomore, as a means of apprenticeship, and presumably with intention to replace the incumbent Treasurer, although the fraternity will not mandate such a replacement.  The Secretary to the Treasurer will facilitate in transparency, analysis, and structure, with regards to the fraternal budget and holdings.  This apprenticeship is highly recommended by the Executive Board to sophomores considering the senior position for next year’s election.”

The chapter has successfully elected a Treasurer and his Secretary, and look forward to seeing a healthier division of labor, more extensive budget management, and a more secure system of checks and balances.

Among the coming expenses, the fraternal transition to “Go Green,” as it were, remains a priority.  With acquisition of washable plates and proper silverware, however, the burden of washing becomes great.  Therefore, the foremost focus of fundraising is currently an industrial washing machine.  With help from the alumni and an efficiently managed budget, the purchase appears practical by next semester’s close.

I have full confidence in the successive administration, and look forward to continuing my commitment and devotion to SAE, as a common member.

Phi Alpha,

Timothy V. O’Connor, Jr.

Eminent Treasurer ‘10
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The House on our annual Christmas in October Party                   Brothers studying Marine Biology in the Virgin   








Islands over the summer
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Group shot at the pledge vs. brother football game    

Penn Zeta’s newest members, the ’09 Pledge Class
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Juniors hiking in the Colorado mountains



         Phi Alpha




Introducing the Recently Elected Exec Board





President


Tyler Abell ‘11


Political Science





Vice President


John Carpenter ‘11


Chemical Engineering





Treasurer


Jeff Dicicco ‘11


Electrical Engineering/


Management





Warden


Joe Mazzeo ‘11


Biology





Herald


Max Getz ‘12


Economics








Alumni Donations Can Now Be Sent To:





Sigma Alpha Epsilon


Bucknell University


701 Moore Ave. C-2874


Lewisburg, PA 17837
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