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VOLUME 18, # 5 BUCKNELL CAUCUS FOR ECONOMIC JUSTICE APRIL 2001

THE FAIR LABOR CAMPAIGN AT BUCKNELL

AN UPDATE ON THE MEETING WITH THE ADMINISTRATION

AND THE NAMES OF CAMPAIGN ENDORSERS

On April 4th, ten members of BCEJ met with President Rogers; Dennis Swank, Controller and Acting 
Vice President for Finance and Administration; and Catherine Sweeney, Director of Personnel. We 
requested this meeting to seek the President’s endorsement of the Fair Labor Campaign and to explain in 
person its various details and our reasons for proposing it. Again, the Campaign seeks:

1. A minimum living wage of $9 per hour, adjusted annually for inflation, plus access 
to subsidized benefits, for all employees. 

2. The addition of three support staff members to the University Committee on 
Planning and Budget (UCPB). 

3. The establishment, by President Rogers, of a permanent Fair Labor Committee 
that regularly will report to the campus about the state of working conditions and 
that will serve as a confidential grievance committee for support staff members.

PLANK # 2: ADDING SUPPORT STAFF TO THE UCPB 

We start with the best news. At our meeting, President Rogers confirmed what we had already learned -- 
that the Administration had proposed that three support staff employees be added to the membership of 
UCBP. The UCPB amended the administration’s proposal slightly and, as faculty procedures require, 
will bring the amended motion to the entire faculty for a vote next September. Its motion will be to add 
one salaried staff person and two hourly wage staff persons to the Committee, all three to be elected by 
their own constituencies. 

We in the BCEJ are very pleased with this gesture, and hope that the faculty will approve it. If it does, 
the University will have enacted one-third of the Fair Labor Campaign. 
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PLANK # 1: A $9 LIVING WAGE, PLUS BENEFITS

FOR ALL BUCKNELL EMPLOYEES

The President argued that it would be irresponsible for him to endorse a living wage without further 
information about its costs. Indicating his shared concern about the issues we raise, however, President 
Rogers did agree to send a letter urging the UCPB to study the cost of implementing such a wage. His 
gesture will implicitly support an earlier request by BCEJ’s faculty advisers that the UCPB make such a 
study. Its chairperson had already told our advisers that the Committee will look into the issue as soon as 
possible. It is good to have President Rogers’ reinforcement of that request. 

Rogers also expressed concern that a living wage will "compress" Bucknell’s staff wage structure, 
causing others to expect commensurate raises. This kind of compression can be unfair to long-time 
employees being paid wages according to scales that were set before the living wage. Thus, a living wage 
often compels corresponding higher wage rates for others in order for the relative wages to be fair and 
reasonable. The UCPB will certainly take this fact into consideration, as it should. That consideration, 
however, is one that must follow, we feel, only after the initial basic step that justice mandates – first 
insuring that all employees receive at least a minimum living wage.

Though referring anything to a committee is fraught with hazards, we are confident that the UCPB will 
complete its study in a timely a fashion. We are equally confident that once all the figures are taken into 
account, a living wage will still prove to cost a tiny proportion of Bucknell’s annual operating budget, 
and that a compensation program designed to minimize the problem of wage compression is also easily 
affordable.

PLANK # 3: THE FAIR LABOR COMMITTEE

President Rogers said that he would need time to think about this proposal further and to discuss the 
matter with his staff. Director of Personnel, Catherine Sweeney, in particular, questioned the need for 
such a committee because she said that both formal and informal procedures at Bucknell already provide 
all employees the means to bring forward a grievance without fear. We responded that during our 
eighteen month existence BCEJ members have had numerous private conversations with staff people -- 
including some supervisors -- and continue to receive mail from others who fear speaking out about job 
concerns. We urged Ms. Sweeney to consider these problems as results more of the hierarchical 
employment structure at Bucknell rather than of acts by individual bosses. We also pointed out that 
institution of a grievance committee should not threaten the administration, since it claims to be eager to 
meet employee needs, and will cost the university nothing.

Finally, President Rogers also cautioned that before he can reasonably consider any proposed changes to 
institutional structure, he must first fill the several vacant slots at the top of his administration. He agreed 
to work with the other administrators once they are hired to continue exploring how to address the issues 
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we have raised. We understand him to mean that he will again take up consideration of the Campaign’s 
proposals no later than early next fall.

WHAT NOW FOR BCEJ AND THE FAIR LABOR CAMPAIGN?

●     We will continue to seek endorsements for the Campaign. You can email us to add your name to 
those on the following pages.

●     Our "Transition Committee" of returning students and faculty will -- mostly through email -- 
solicit endorsements all summer, then re-group next fall so that the BCEJ can be off and running.

●     We will stay in touch with the UCPB, ready to offer that Committee additional research sources 
for its study of the living wage if it asks us to do so, and to answer questions about conditions at 
Bucknell.

●     We will continue to emphasize to President Rogers the need for the Fair Labor Committee and 
work with him as he considers it.

●     We will regularly publish The Catalyst to provide the community with updates on the Campaign.

●     We will continue to recruit new members next year.

WANT TO CONTACT US?

If you would like to submit information to us about job practices at Bucknell (we rigorously 
protect anonymity), or if you would like to join the BCEJ, please contact one of us by email, or 
through campus mail at Bucknell Caucus for Economic Justice, Box C-3925. Our web site contains 
all the issues of The Catalyst and information about BCEJ: www.orgs.bucknell.edu/catalyst

 

The Catalyst Editorial Collective for this issue: Ariane Allen, Kristen Erickson, Lizz Fiedler, Janet Jones,

Katie Kohn, Dawn Lonsinger, Julie Luu, Marcy Mac Millan, Mike McCaffrey, Julie McLaughlin,

Alex Monticello, Saundra Morris, Karl Patten, Bekka Payack, Cindy Peltier, Jennifer Perrine, R. J. Prushnok, Megan 
Rancier, Jeff Rogan, Charles Sackrey, Geoff Schneider, Doug Sturm, Paul Susman, John Wesley, Carol Wayne White

ENDORSERS OF FAIR LABOR CAMPAIGN (APRIL 2001)

ORGANIZATIONS: Amnesty International; Animal Defense League; Best Buddies; BCEJ; Bucknell Progressive 
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Alliance; Environmentally Minded Students in Action; Friends of Lesbians, Gays, and Bisexuals; International Spectrum; 
Partnership for Unveiling Labor and Sweatshop Exploitation; Social Justice College; Students for Asian Awareness at 
Bucknell.

INDIVIDUAL STUDENTS, ALUMNI, STAFF, AND FACULTY

Abdullah, Nora

Abrahamson, Warren

Acevedo, Joel

Adamczyk, Lori

Adams, Cathleen

Adams, Greg

Adams, Kristin

Ahmed, Ali

Albert, Brian

Allen, Ariane

Allen, Bob

Amnilan, Eddie

Anderson, Chris

Anderson, Elizabeth

Anderson, John

Andri, Michael

Angbah, Jaynemarie

Ansel, Katie

Anton, Will

Antonaccio, Maria

Asadorian, Jenica

Aucker, Connie P.

Aurel, Adam

Austin, Great

Bacek, Lenore

Bagherl, Neda

Baly, Aline

Banker, Gillian

Barchuk, Gregory

Barnhart, Devon

Bates, Aaron

Baumes, Lee

Baumwoll, Dennis

Baumwoll, Dorothy

Beck, [teather

Beechler, Brianna

Beisser, Andrea

Bell, Sarah
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Benjamin, Elizabeth

Benner, Lori

Berthod, Samantha

Best, Jim

Bevan, Andrew

Biddle, Lisa

Blac, Louis

Blair, Dan

Blanco, Patricia

Blank, Elizabeth

Blumenthal, Sara

Boardman, Eric

Bohn, Tiffany

Bohr, Brittney

Borell, Lauren

Borelli, Robert C.

Bossard, Karen

Boyatzis, Chris

Bradley, Sara

Brewster, Paige

Brody, Renee

Brousse, Justin

Brown, David

Brown, Omar

Browne, Kimberly

Brugge, Frank

Brummer, Matt

Buchergu, M

Buck, Paula

Buhr, Krystal

Bullock, James

Burnes, Ted

Busch, Candice

Butler, Janice

Butler, Lacie

Cagle, Katherine

Cahill, Patrice

Cameron, Alyson

Cammarano, Nick

Campbell, Beth

Campbell, Molly

Cantey, Seth

Carlous, John

Carlson, Sara

Carr, Suzanna
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Carter, E.

Casimir, Lou

Caspere, George M.

Castle, Dave

Cengiz, Izge

Cesario, Jeffry

Chang, Jennifer

Chenoweth, Gene

Cherry, Andrea

Christ, Brodie

Chrystal, Dave

Ciotola, Andrew

Cistoldi, Jamie

Cizmar, Ibby

Clark, Jessica

Clement, David

Clifford, Ken

Clouser, Jamie

Coates, Carolyn

Coates, Melissa

Cochran, Ellie

Cocoros, Kim

Codi, Tyler

Cody, Jenn

Cogan, Paula

Cohen, Jeffrey

Cohen, Loren

Cohen, Michael

Colby, Ben

Collier, Jennifer

Collins, Nicole

Collins, Sarah

Compono, Samantha

Comstock-Gay, Stuart

Connolly, Katherine

Cook, Maggie

Coolidge, Christina

Cooper, Dorey

Cooper, John

Cooperstue, Elizabeth 

Cosenti, Sarah

Coste, Linette

Cotillo, Alaina

Cowie, Paul

Cramer, Kathryn
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Crespo, Elizabeth

Crews, Catherine

Crisi, Angelica

Crocett, Johana

Cronin, Margaret

Crosby, Chuck

Csaszar, Kristin

Curry, Timothy

Czarnecki, Walter

Daubman, Kim

David, Kathy

Davies, Peter

Davis, Carolynn

Davis, Christopher

Davis, Kathleen

Day, Ashi

DeBoey, Adam

DeMarco, Robin

Demerath, Allyson

Demich, Emily

DeRosa, Aaron

DeVan, Stuart

DiCarlo Crista

Dickin, Allison

Dickson, Joy

Diego, Velasco

DiFazio, Jarett

DiMaria, Cristy

DiMicel, Laura

DiPerna, Adam

DiRocco, Kim

Dolan, Jason

Dombeck, Nicole

Downing, Sara

Driever, Caroline

Dugan, Lauren

Dunn, Laura

Duran, Metin

Durlya, Melissa

Dzialo, Kelly

Eakin, Jennifer

Eisinger, Joshua

Elias, Angeia

Emstinate, Paul

Engel, Julie
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Epley, Bill

Erickson, Kristen

Escoffiee, Michelle

Evans, David

Evans, Jeffry

Evans, Matt

Eyler, Ethan

Fadely, Karen

Faulk, Anne

Faulkner, Lainey

Faull, Katie

Ferry, Jake

Feurstein, Abe

Fiedler, Elizabeth

Flack, William

Flaherty, Keely

Forespring, Christopher

Foy, Katie

Frank, Katie

Freidl, Adrienne

Friend, Andrew

Fulmer, James

Gable, Steph

Gabriele, Rosaria

Gainer, Bob

Gale, Dan

Gale, Michael

Garago, G.

Garfield, Sallie

Gee, Stacey

Geissler, Caitlin

Gerhart, Rebecca

Gilbert, Amy

Gilmore, Paul

Gilroy, John

Ginsberg, Josh

Givens, Sarah

Glennor, P.

Goc, Rachel

Gohn, Adam

Goldstein, Lindsey

Goldstein, Sarah

Graham, Mary
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Grant, Gary

Granville, Emily M.

Gray, John

Graziano, Sam

Gregor, Rob

Griffin, Duane

Griffith, Winston

Grim, John

Grimes, Steve

Gropper, Evan

Grove, Sarah

Guberman, Nicole

Guerrero, Elisabeth

Guerrero-Kees, Oscar

Haas, Adam

Hackeman, Peter

Hact, Erin

Haddon, Suellen

Haider, Sayed Zohare 

Hairston, Carola

Halldorson, Stephen

Hannigan, Barry

Hanowell, Johnathan

Hanson, Lara

Harris, Elizabeth

Hart, Patrick

Harte, Philip

Harvey, Karen

Hayami, G.

Hays, Katie

Heatley, Jesse

Heck, Nicole

Helsing, Heidi

Henry, Sue Ellen

Herman, Dawn

Hetherington, Cori

Heuberger, Keri

Hill, Mary A.

Hillman, Emily

Hirschbeck, Erin

Hodgetts, Lauren

Hogue, Cynthia

Holland, Martha

Holroyd, Bettany

Homan, Schelly
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Hovey, Ben

Hoy, Monica Lynn

Hoyle, John

Huang, Yu-Ling

Huber, Robert

Hughes, Lynn

Hulette, Elisabeth

Hunter, John

Hykes, Danielle

Hysong, Ailison

Ireland, Meg

Jacob, Jimmy

James, Michael

Jancuk, Kristen

Jarvis, Serena

Jasmine, James

Jensen, Jennifer

Johnson, Emily

Johnson, Jennifer

Johnson, Sarah

Johnson, Scott

Jones, Janet

Joseph, Megan

Justman, Tessa

Kang, Miae

Kaplan, Jamie

Karlson, Jack

Kasi, Greg

Kastwry, Lean

Katcoff, Matt

Kaufman, Sam

Kempton, Chris

Kendrick, John

Kenjora, Megan

Keramidas, Nila

Kerper, Jess

Kerstetter, Karen

Kessler, Joshua

King, Brian

King, Rebecca

Kinnaman, Thomas

Kirby, Carl

Kirby, Sabrina

Kirkland, John

Klaitz, Jay
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Klock, Jackier

Knoedler, Janet

Kohn, Katie

Konesni, Amelia

Kordiak, Jackie

Kozo, Kristin S.

Kresl, Peter

Kuck, Kevin

Kurtz, Allison

Lack, Shannon

Laks, Yamini

Lammi, Matt

Lange, Kyle

Leary, Tom

Lecount, Jonathan

Lehman, Susan

Leitch, Megan

Leous, Audrey

Lesses, Rebecca

Lewis, Caitlin

Lewis, Jalfi

Lewis, Linden

Lewis, Marylin

Libergood, Amanda

Ligare, Marty

Lobst, Emily

LoGiudice, Matt

Logue, Dan

Longley, Patricia

Lonsinger, Dawn

Lord, Nate

Loveland, Eric Hayden

Luedee, Kim

Lun, Victor

Luu, Julie

Lyon, Allison

MacDonald, Maura

MacGaffey, Janet

Mac Millan, Marcy

Maher, Shannon

Manley, Alecia

Mann, Dave

Mardelli, Melissa
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Marsh, Ben

Martin, Tristan

Martinez, Raul

Martuscello, Kate

Mason, LeighAnne

Mattern, Tom

McAndllen, Stacy

McCaffrey, Mike

McClain, Laura

McCloy, Kellar

McCommons, Chris

McCotter, Michelle

McDayter, Ghislane

McGill, Megan

McGlynn, Jaime

McGrath, Patricia

McHenry, Erin

McLaughlin, Julie

McLeish, Anna

McManns, Kelly

McNaugher, Ian

McSwain, LaTonya

Meilleur, David

Menghetti, Kyle

Menon, Nikhil

Mercer, Emily

Mertz, Linda

Metz, Stephanie

Michael, Dee

Michener, Erin

Milanak, Melissa

Miller, Meredith

Miller, PatriciaA

Miller, Tammy Bunn

Milliser, Jenai

Milofsky, Carl

Milofsky, Jacob

Minasian, Alexis

Minaya, Eugenio

Mitchell, Evans

Molak, Betsy

Molina, Joell

Monticello, Alex
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Moore, Jennifer

Moore-Diamond, Jason

Morel, Daniel

Morgan, Barbara

Morin, Karen

Morley, Becky

Morris, Holly

Morris, Jessica

Morris, Saundra

Morris-Keitel, Helen

Morris-Keitel, Peter

Mosler, Lauren

Mulchandani, Arun

Muller, Elizabeth

Mumford, Marilyn R.

Murphy, Megan K.

Nadborny, Felicia

Nancy, Lina

Nandy, Ling

Narogen, Ann

Nash, Whitney

Neiswender, Charles

Nel, Braam

Nelson, Liz

Nemazee, Kamyar

Neufeld, Rita

Newlan, Amy

Noble, Ray

Normile, Erin

Nunez, Jimmy

O'Brien, Kevin

O'Connel, Chuck

O'Conner, Deirdre

O'Connor, Catherine

O'Connor, Deirdre

Ogbahon, Esosa

Oheir, Kathy

Ooll, Luido

Orban, Matt

Oscadal, Maureen

Ostrom, Emily

Otteson, Christian

Ozhuthual, John

Page, Ethan

Palley, Jake
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